
The petition language: 
 
A petitioned ordinance to enhance public safety and police oversight, 
transparency and accountability by adding new chapter 2-16 to establish 
minimum standards for the police department to ensure effective public 
safety and protect residents and visitors to Austin, and prescribing 
minimal requirements for achieving the same  
 
 
 

The Austin City Council’s original language:  
 
Proposition A: Shall an ordinance be approved that, at an estimated cost 
of $271.5 million - $598.8 million over five years, requires the City to 
employ at least 2 police officers per 1,000 residents at all times; requires 
at least 35% of patrol officer time be uncommitted time, otherwise known 
as community engagement time; requires additional financial incentives 
for certain officers; requires specific kinds of training for officers and 
certain public officials and their staffs; and requires there be at least 
three full-term cadet classes for the department until staffing levels reach 
a specific level? 

 
 


