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Dear President Richard Benson,

Your letter dated Feb. 28 has been received. It's with regret to learn about the University’s
decision of concluding the Confucius Institute at the University of Texas at Dallas (UT
Dallas).

Since its establishment as of November 5, 2007, the Confucius Institute at UT Dallas,
benefiting from the close cooperation and concerted efforts of both sides, has always been
running openly, transparently and smoothly in accordance with relevant laws and
regulations, respecting and complying with the university’s policies on academic freedom,
promoting the mutual understanding of the peoples of the U.S.A. and China, and enhancing
mutual appreciation of respective cultures. It has made satisfactory achievements and won
high recognition by providing learning opportunities to over 50,000 students and attracting
over 170,000 attendants of its various cultural events and activities. It has also contributed
greatly to the learning of Chinese language and culture of the faculty and students of your
university and the local communities, as well as the advancement of educational and
cultural cooperation and exchanges.

In the past 12 years, the Confucius Institute Headquarters and the Southeast University
have attached great importance and extended tremendous support to the development of the
Confucius Institute at UT Dallas. As your partner, we sincerely hope you and UT Dallas
will protect the Confucius Institute’s reputation. You might be well aware, there are 26
Confucius Classrooms affiliated with the Confucius Institute at UT Dallas, and we hope
that we will further discuss the subsequent arrangement of these Confucius Classrooms and
pursue proper solutions to address the current students’ needs of learning Chinese language
and culture, as well as any other problems caused by the closure of the Confucius Institute
at UT Dallas. Please mind the concerns of the CI staff and instructors from China by
compensating the loss arising from the unexpected closing including the penalties for
breach of leasing contract and the unfunded tuition prepaid for their kids. We welcome that
UT Dallas will take full responsibilities for financing the costs of the UT Dallas Center for
Chinese Studies with your own university funds, through which the loss of the American
learners of Chinese language caused by the shutdown of the Confucius Institute at UT
Dallas will be minimized.

With best regards,

T

Dr. Ma Jianfei
Deputy Chief Executive, Confucius Institute Headquarters
Executive Deputy Director-General, Hanban
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