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JOHN BOEHNER CASHES OUT, JOINS
CORPORATE LOBBYING FIRM THAT
REPRESENTS CHINA

The news comes just a week after Boehner joined the board of
tobacco giant Reynolds American for an estimated $400,000 a
year.

e Lee Fang

JOHN BOEHNER, THE RETIRED speaker of the House, is monetizing
his decades of political relationships and cashing out to serve some of

the most powerful special interests in the world.

Boehner is joining Squire Patton Boggs, a lobbying firm that peddles
its considerable influence on behalf of a number of foreign nations,
including most notably the People’s Republic of China. Serving Beijing
is somewhat appropriate: Boehner has long been a supporter of
unfettered trade, helping to lead the effort to grant Most Favored
Nation status to China. Squire Patton Boggs also represents a long list
of corporate clients, including AT&T, Amazon.com, Goldman Sachs &
Co., Royal Dutch Shell, and the Managed Funds Association, a trade
group for the largest hedge funds in the country.

Boehner is signing onto Squire Patton Boggs “as a strategic advisor to
clients in the U.S. and abroad, and will focus on global business
development.”

The news comes just a week after the announcement that Boehner will
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be joining the board of Reynolds American, the tobacco company
responsible for brands such as Camel and Newport cigarettes. The
tobacco board seat will likely earn Boehner over $400,000 a year in
stock and cash. The Squire Patton Boggs salary has not been disclosed,
but lawmakers of Boehner’s stature have easily obtained salaries at
similar gigs in the seven-figure range.

Boehner is reportedly declining to register as a lobbyist for his new job
at a lobbying firm, but that label makes little difference these days.
Thousands of professionals engaged in government affairs positions
work to influence policy on behalf of well-heeled special interests
every day without registering under the Lobbying Disclosure Act. The
law governing lobby registration is virtually unenforced.

In Congress, Boehner was known for his strong alliances with the
lobbying community. In 1995, Boehner was caught distributing
campaign checks from the tobacco industry on the House floor to
members to influence a vote on tobacco legislation. In 2006, the
Washington Post revealed that Boehner lived in an apartment on
Capitol Hill rented to him by a lobbyist who did business with his
committee. As Republican leader, he was known for scheduling votes
around fundraising events, including one incident in which Boehner
interrupted House proceedings so he could attend a lobbyist-fueled
bash called the “Boehner Beach Party.”

Boehner’s closeness with the lobbying industry was a big part of how
he moved up the leadership ladder within the GOP. For years, he
convened a “Thursday Group” to huddle with representatives of the
largest corporations in America to discuss strategy and to fundraise for
his party.

Boehner’s retirement from the House was met by speculation in the
political press that he was done with politics and more interested in
sipping wine and mowing the lawn. But in reality, he’ll still be a major
political player, finally getting the role he’s auditioned for over the
course of three decades in elected office.

Top photo: Former Speaker of the House John Boehner listens during a news conference on
Dec. 3, 2013, in Washington, D.C.
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WAIT! BEFORE YOU GO on about your day, ask yourself: How likely is it that
the story you just read would have been produced by a different news outlet if
The Intercept hadn’t done it?

Consider what the world of media would look like without The Intercept. Who
would hold party elites accountable to the values they proclaim to have? How
many covert wars, miscarriages of justice, and dystopian technologies would
remain hidden if our reporters weren’t on the beat?

The kind of reporting we do is essential to democracy, but it is not easy, cheap,
or profitable. The Intercept is an independent nonprofit news outlet. We don’t
have ads, so we depend on our members to help us hold the powerful to
account. Joining is simple and doesn’t need to cost a lot: You can become a
sustaining member for as little as $3 or $5 a month. That’s all it takes to support
the journalism you rely on.

We’re independent of corporate interests. Will you help us?
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