
The Rooted Collective & ULI: January 29th, 2024
To sign this petition, follow this link: https://forms.gle/2x4gUiTn49CdH3Eb8

We’re Here to Stay!

Statement
By UT students, alumni, and community members

On December 21, 2023, UT Legal decided to discontinue the Monarch program and
services effective January 1, 2024. Students were informed of this decision on January 10,
2024, by the Monarch Coordinator. The decision to discontinue the Monarch program
occurred alongside other program closures in response to SB 17 (anti-DEI legislation).

Our concerns are as follows:

1. The decision to close the Monarch program was not made transparently.

UT Austin administration has not issued a statement regarding the closure of the Monarch
program and explaining the decision. Furthermore, the decision occurred behind closed
doors, suddenly, and without notice. While all other offices and divisions at UT Austin
received ample time to be in compliance with SB 17, the Monarch program was not given
time to address any concerns from the UT administration or legal department. As tuition-
paying students at The University of Texas at Austin, we are, at the very least, owed
accountability from the university to give the rationale for closing the program.

2. SB 17 does not apply to the Monarch program.
 
Section C of the UT system guidance for SB 17 clearly states that "programs that enhance
student achievements without regard to sex, race, color, or ethnicity" are exempted. The
Monarch program did not implement any race or gender-based programming. Immigrants
are not a single racial or ethnic group.

3. The university is using federal legislation to implement a state law.
The Dallas Morning News reported on January 25, 2024, that the university referenced the
federal law, IIRIRA (1996), related to the closure of the Monarch program. This appears to
be in reference to a singular scholarship provided by the Monarch program since 2022 for
undocumented students. The university has had ample time since the creation of this
scholarship in 2022 to provide the Monarch program with the opportunity to remove the
scholarship or change the qualifications for application to the scholarship. We believe it is
unreasonable and unjust to close an entire program based on one scholarship offering.
The Monarch Program

The Monarch program was created in 2016 by a former UT Austin graduate student, as a
result of student advocacy for services. Through continued student advocacy, the program
hired its first full-time coordinator in 2021 and received institutional funding for the first time
in 2023. The Monarch program served at least 60 students per semester. The program
served students on campus of all races/ethnicities and genders. The Monarch program
provided specific, but not exclusive, support for undocumented students, students with
temporary status, students from mixed-status families, and U.S. citizen allies. Services
included advising, mentoring, and workshops for academic, career, financial, and mental
health support. The program also provided support to prospective students and created
gatherings and socials to promote a sense of community. Additionally, the Monarch
program provided training for staff members in departments across campus to better
understand the unique needs of immigrant students at UT Austin. Lastly, the Monarch
program gathered and created resources accessible to students.

Because of the discontinuation of the Monarch program, there are now no dedicated
programs providing services for students who are undocumented, hold temporary status,
or are from mixed-status families. The burden once again falls to students to provide their
own services and resources. The Rooted Collective and the University Leadership
Initiative are collaborating with local organizations to fill the gaps left by the closure of the
Monarch program.

Our Demands

To the University:
1. Immediately reinstate the Monarch program
2. Provide a clear statement as to the rationale for closing the Monarch program

including a) why the Monarch program was not given time to address concerns and
b) how the Monarch program is implicated by SB 17

To the Community:
1. Demand that UT Austin administration provide a clear rationale for ending the

Monarch program and to reinstate the Monarch program by
a. Sending an email to the administration at president@utexas.edu and UT

Legal at
Amanda.Cochran@austin.utexas.edu, vpla@austin.utexas.edu using this
email template

b. Sharing Rooted’s Instagram posts on social media and tagging @jc.hartzell.
2. Sign the petition to support our demands.
3. Donate to the Rooted fundraiser to raise the $10,000 budget lost by the closure of

the Monarch program to put toward continuation of services.

Signed,

Aerin Fajardo, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
Anonymous, Staff, UT Austin
Karla Alvarado, Current Student
Marjorie Monterroso, Current Student, UT Austin
Alexandra Sandoval Flores, Current Student, ut austin
Ana Vidina Hernández, Alumnus, University of Texas at Austin
Aashi V., Current Student, The University of Texas at Austin
Suveda Sannidhi, Current Student, The University of Texas at Austin
Esmeralda Soto, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
Anonymous, Alumnus, UT Austin
Samantha S. Trevino, Current Student, The Community Engagement Collective, the
Fearless Leadership Institute
Apurva Gunturu, Current Student, UT Austin School of Law
Erin Walters, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
anonymous, Current Student, UT Austin
Tatiana Londoño, Alumnus, UT Austin
Divya Nitin, Current Student, UT Austin
Dr. Annette M. Rodríguez, Faculty, University of Texas at Austin
Banessa Garcia, Current Student
Carmen Sujey Rivera Monreal, Current Student
anonymous, Current Student, UT
Sergio Rodriguez, Current Student
Anjaneya Kar, Current Student, Austin, COLA
Brenda Zamora Chavez, Current Student, The university of Texas at Austin
Anonymous, Current Student
Leslie Romero, Current Student, UT Austin
Lesley Rivas, Current Student, The University of Texas at Austin
Anonymous, Alumnus, McCombs
Alejandro Madrigal III, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
anonymous, Alumnus, University of Texas at Austin
Katya Guzman, Alumnus
Anonymous, Current Student, Monarch
Corinne Floyd, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
Isabella Thomas, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
Maria Piedra Castillo, Current Student, UT Austin
Cailyn Stewart, Alumnus, University of Texas at Austin
Samanvi Velagapudi, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
Cheyenne Valdez, Alumnus, Austin
Jeffrey Jin, Current Student, UT Austin
Jackie Pedota, Current Student, UT Austin
Caroline Cabe, Alumnus, University of Texas at Austin (Gamma Rho Lambda)
Jacob Blackman, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
Isabella Bueno, Alumnus, University of Texas at Austin
Arely Flores, Current Student, UT
Deyanira Hernández, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
Jean Garcia, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
anonymous, Staff, CMHC
Anonymous, Current Student, The University of Texas at Austin
Aditya Namjoshi, Current Student, The University of Texas at Austin
The Utah House, None
Kennedy Cortez, Current Student, UT austin
Dionicia Berrones, Alumnus, UT Austin
Native American and Indigenous Collective, UT Austin
Arwen Weaks, Alumnus, UT Austin
Isabel Alvarado, Alumnus, UT Austin
Sergio Morales, Current Student, UT Austin School of Architecture
Rachel Ladine
Carolina Ramirez
Jason Martinez, Current Student, NAIC, AMSA, UT STRIKINGLAB, CNS
Sydney Pauling, Current Student, UT-Austin
Jocie Sobieraj, Alumnus, UT Austin
anonymous, Alumnus
Paloma Michel, Alumnus, Saint Edwards University
Sofía Ocegueda, Current Student, UT Austin
Vallery Valle, Current Student, UT Austin
Ashley Hidalgo, Alumnus, UT Austin
anonymous, Current Student
Gabriela Sobrevilla, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
Victoria Uriostegui, Current Student, UT AUSTIN
Ana Guadalupe Vielma, Current Student, Austin
Vickie Belcher, Current Student, UTSOA Masters Student
Fiona Stanton, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
Matthew Gomez, Current Student
Nickoll Garcia, Current Student, The University of Texas at Austin
Alejandra Nipita, Current Student
Roxana Mendoza, Alumnus
Irene Sibi, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
Jeamilette Castellano, Alumnus
Dominique Egger, Current Student, Educational Psychology
anonymous, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
alle sanchez, Current Student, college of liberal arts, liberal arts honors
Pierce Cedillo, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
Anonymous, Current Student, UT Austin
Janeva Wilson, Current Student, UT Austin
Hiba Soban, Current Student, The University of Texas at Austin
Shelby Hobohm, Alumnus
Fabiola Barreto, Alumnus
Megan Heron
Keena Medina, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
B. Nieves I. Vazquez, Alumnus, University of Texas at Austin
Yasmine Qutob, Current Student, UT Austin
Cheyenne Grubbs, Alumnus, UT-Austin
Annett Renteria, Current Student, University of Texas - Austin
Jane Cloninger, Alumnus, UT Austin
katie hudack, Alumnus, The University of Texas
Cameron Bates, Current Student, Steve hicks ssw
Melina Olivas, Current Student, UT Austin
Samiya Taylor, Current Student, The University of Texas at Austin
Julieta Suarez Calderon, Alumnus
Jaylen Wright, Alumnus, University of Texas at Austin
Anneli Garcia, Current Student, The University of Texas Austin
Jennifer Xia, Alumnus, University of Texas at Austin
Denisa Gandara, Faculty, The University of Texas at Austin
Samia Arni, Current Student, UT Austin
Gabriele Groberio, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
Andrea Ramirez, Alumnus, UT Austin
Gabriel Brown, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
Sarah Gonzalez, Current Student, College of Natural Sciences - HDFS department
Texas Veterans, Army National Guard/ liberal af veterans
Madee Puente-Bonilla, Current Student, UTSA
Maria Aramburo, Current Student, College of Liberal Arts
Priscilla Ruiz, Current Student
Kate McArdle, Current Student, UT Austin
Bella Siu, Current Student
anonymous, Alumnus, University of North Texas
Abby Stanley, Current Student, UT Austin
Swietenia Palacios, Alumnus, UT Austin
Phung Huynh, Current Student, UT Austin
Alejandra Specia, Current Student, UT Austin
Joy Smith, Current Student, The University of Texas at Austin
Araceli Garcia, Current Student, School of Law
Denys Klymenko, Current Student
Callie Kennedy, Current Student, UT Austin, Latin American Studies & Social Work
Yliana Roland , Current Student, The University of Texas at Austin
¡Acción! Cine Colectivo, University of Texas at Austin
Gauri Mishra, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
Heidi Tso, Alumnus, University of Texas at Austin, School of Social Work
salette rios, Current Student, Moody
Kacey Foss, Current Student
Isabella Candanosa, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
Isabella Candanosa, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
Isabella Candanosa, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
anonymous , Current Student
Kaleb Hernandez, Current Student, The University of Texas at Austin
Sol DiPasquale, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
Margarita Medina, Current Student, UT Austin
Sharon Obinna, Current Student
Andrea Sanchez-Duran, Current Student, UT Austin
Nataly Sauceda, Alumnus, The University of Texas, Steve Hicks School of Social Work
Elissa Steglich, Faculty, UT School of Law
Yelena Serrato , Current Student, UT Austin
Isabel Bellard, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
Miranda O’Brien, Current Student, Steve Hicks School of Social Work
anonymous, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin, University of Houston
anonymous , Current Student, UT
anonymous, Current Student, College of Education
sebastian barajas, Current Student
Anonymous, Alumnus, College of Public Affairs
Anonymous, Alumnus, College of Public Affairs
Anonymous, Alumnus, College of Public Affairs
Natalia Norzagaray, Alumnus, UT Austin
Amanda Kilcrease, Current Student
Adolfo Conchas, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
Paola Hernandez, Current Student, The University of Texas at Austin
Maria Henriquez, Alumnus, UT Austin
Isabella Martinez, Alumnus
Monica Simental, Alumnus, University of Texas at Austin
Anonymous, Alumnus, University of Texas at austin
anonymous, Current Student, UT Austin
Manuel Valdez, Alumnus, University of Texas at Austin
anonymous, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
Paulina Licon, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
Destiny Ramos, Alumnus, University of Texas at Austin
Evangelina Vaghefi, Alumnus, UT Austin
Isabel Webb Carey, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
Luis Urrieta, Faculty, UT Austin
Anonymous , Alumnus
Eliza C Beth , Current Student, Steve Hicks School of Social Work
Desto Huerta, Current Student, The University of Texas at Austin
Gloria Arizmendiz , Current Student, UT Austin
Joseph Weaks, Alumnus, UT-Austin
Alexandra Villarreal, Alumnus, UT Austin
Jamie Turcios-Villalta, Current Student, The University of Texas at Austin
Evelin Ruiz Crisostomo, Current Student, UT Austin
Anonymous, Staff, The University of Texas at Austin
Anonymous, Alumnus, UT Austin
Alex Norris, Current Student, UT Austin
Matthew Martin, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin, Department of
Government
C.M., Current Student
Nupur Purohit , Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
Skyler Korgel, Alumnus, UT-Austin
Anonymous, Alumnus, UT Austin
anonymous, Current Student, UT Austin
Bryan Iturbide, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
Natalia Estrada , Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
Pavityr Deol, Current Student, UT, Philosophy Major, Liberal Arts Council
Lotus Project
Maleeha Rizvi, Current Student, University of Texas at Austin
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